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COM 625: Rhetoric and Public Memory
Syllabus

University of Nevada, Las Vegas
COM 625: Rhetoric and Public Memory
Instructor: Dr. Sara VanderHaagen
sara.vanderhaagen@unlv.edu
Office: GUA 4144

Course Description and Objectives

This course explores how shared representations of the past are contested, constructed, and circulated in the present. We will begin by asking: what is “public memory”? What does it mean to describe our representations of the past as “memory”? What makes a memory “public”? Finally, what might it mean to say that our representations of the past are “rhetorical”? As we investigate these questions, we will focus on three main sites for the discussion and production of public memory: places, speeches, and public controversies. Seminar participants will gain an understanding of the foundational concepts in memory studies through class readings and discussions, and they will gain skills of critical, rhetorical analysis by applying these concepts in their final project.  

After successfully completing this course, students will be able to:

	critically analyze and evaluate published research essays

successfully conduct rhetorical analysis and research
	identify and explain the foundational concepts and theories in the field of memory studies, especially as it is practiced from a rhetorical perspective
	thoughtfully articulate some of the ethical dilemmas and political issues faced when citizens, professionals, and institutions use rhetorical strategies to shape public memories
	apply what they have learned in order to critically analyze new examples and situations
  
Prerequisites

COM 216: Survey of Communication Studies

Required course materials

	Kendall R. Phillips, ed. Framing Public Memory. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2004. 
	WebCampus as indicated on syllabus or by instructor


Grading

Grades for individual assignments are based on how fully and well students execute the requirements. A student who receives an “A”-range grade will have performed exceptionally well on an assignment, in a manner that meets and exceeds expectations for graduate-level work. A “C”-level grade on an assignment indicates that a student has met the minimum requirements. Students will receive final course grades based on their performance in the assignments outlined above, as well as their class participation. Final grades are figured according to the following procedure:

Assignment					Points Possible
Team teaching session			40
Final paper proposal				10
Annotated bibliography			30
Mob Museum critical response		20
Final paper					100
Final presentation				20
Midterm exam					60
Final exam					60
Class participation				60
				Total:		400

Final grades will be assigned by letter. These letter grades reflect the instructor’s assessment of the student’s work: “A” denotes superior work in all areas; “B” denotes above-average work; “C” denotes satisfactory work; “D” denotes unsatisfactory completion of the minimal requirements; and “F” denotes unacceptable performance, little learning, and/or failure to complete requirements. Final grades, to be submitted to the University, will be calculated using the following table:

Points Earned
Letter Grades
Grade Points
375-400
A
4.0
360-374
A-
3.7
350-359
B+
3.3
330-349
B
3.0
320-329
B-
2.7
310-319
C+
2.3
290-309
C
2.0
280-289
C-
1.7
240-279
D
1.0
0-239
F
0

Course Assignments

Students who wish to earn a passing grade in this course will complete all of the following assignments. More detailed information about these assignments will be distributed in class and/or posted to the course website at least 7 days prior to the due date. Student grades for assignments will be posted to WebCampus. If you have concerns about your performance on a particular assignment, I encourage you to schedule an appointment to meet with me so we can discuss your concerns. For each major assignment, I will do my best to provide thorough comments on your performance. Be sure to review these comments thoughtfully and save them in case you should want to discuss your progress at any point in the semester.

	Team-teaching session					40 points

For one class session, students will pair up with another graduate student to prepare a lecture and framework for discussion, in order to lead your classmates through the session. This assignment should demonstrate your own thorough understanding of that day’s reading, as well as the underlying themes and rhetorical concepts that animate the selection. At least one-third of the class session should be constituted of substantive content to which the students otherwise would not have had access. The rest of the class must involve some discussion but can also incorporate other teaching methods, such as individual writing or group work. You should submit your lecture notes to me on the day you will lead the class. Assessment will be based on how well the class reflects your understanding of the readings, whether it engages the class, and how creatively and effectively it was prepared. Dates for these classes will be determined during the first week of the semester. 

	Mob Museum critical response				20 points

This 2-3 page paper will critically engage selected aspect(s) of the Mob Museum (e.g., architecture, a particular display or floor, interpretive plaques, interactive features, etc.). In doing so, the paper should also link the discussion of the Mob Museum to concepts, theories, or problems discussed in course readings. The paper should articulate a clear central idea, and in expressing this idea should draw on specific examples from the museum. 

	Midterm examination						60 points

This examination will be comprehensive and cumulative. It will cover lecture material, assigned readings, and in-class discussions. The exam will test not only comprehension and vocabulary but also the ability to apply concepts from class to new situations. The format for the exam may include multiple-choice, matching, and short answer.
	Final paper proposal (1 single-spaced page)			10 points

This proposal will describe each student’s plan for his or her final paper. It should briefly sketch the artifact to be analyzed, explain why the object is worth studying as an example of public memory, and identify the theoretical concepts that will be used to analyze the object.

	Annotated bibliography					30 points

This bibliography will include short (1-2 paragraphs) summaries of 10-15 additional readings that the student plans to draw upon in writing the final paper. The readings should include at least seven scholarly journal articles and three books (either monographs or essay collections). 

	Final paper (20-25 pages) 					100 points

For this research and analysis assignment, students will select a public speech, place, or other artifact that commemorates an event, person, or group. The paper will employ general and scholarly resources in order to complete a rhetorical analysis of a particularly relevant or problematic aspect of this object. In this paper, students will present and support their own critical interpretation of the selected object. 

	Final research presentation 						20 points

Students will make a 6-8-minute class presentation highlighting the thesis and central themes of the paper. Students should also prepare for a 3-5 minute question-and-answer session, which will immediately follow the presentation.
	Final exam								 60 points

This examination will be comprehensive and cumulative. It will cover lecture material, assigned readings, and in-class discussions. The exam will test not only comprehension and vocabulary but also the ability to apply concepts from class to new situations. The format for the exam may include multiple-choice, matching, and short answer.
Policies and Procedures

Participation
The success of this course depends on your engagement and leadership. Although the instructor guides the learning, you will learn a great deal from your classmates as well. Two key elements will help us to create an environment in which respectful and lively interaction can flourish: the consistent physical presence of students and their thoughtful participation in the class. 

Therefore, all students are expected to attend all class meetings, arriving on time and remaining until the end of class. Students who arrive to class more than twenty (20) minutes late will be counted as absent. In the event of your absence from class, please make every effort to contact me and explain the circumstances before the absence. You are responsible for consulting either the course website or a fellow student in order to obtain information about or documents from the meeting missed. After you have taken advantage of these resources, you may contact me with further questions. Students seeking to be excused from class must provide me with a satisfactory written explanation and documentation to verify that explanation, as far in advance as is reasonably possible. Excused absences include those owing to significant injury, contagious and/or debilitating personal illness, serious family emergencies, required attendance at university-sponsored events, subpoenas, jury duty, military service, and major religious observances. Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab work because of observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first two weeks of classes of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an alternate time would impose an undue hardship on the instructor or the university which could not be avoided. For additional information, please visit:   http://catalog.unlv.acalog.com/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=44&bc=1.

Over the course of the semester, if you have three (3) or fewer unexcused absences, your final grade will not be directly affected. However, students who miss more than three (3) meetings without a legitimate, documented excuse will be subject to a 20-point (5 percent) penalty on their final score for each unexcused absence beyond three up to nine. Students who miss more than nine classes—for any reason—will receive an F in the course. 

Students in this class are invited to go far beyond mere presence. Students who “participate” arrive to class on time, display full engagement in any discussions or activities that take place, complete daily assignments and writing activities, listen actively and attentively to their instructor and their peers, and remain until class has been dismissed. Active student participants also take responsibility for their own learning and make a concerted effort to improve their understanding and performance throughout the semester. The participation grade will reflect these standards. 

Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always take the ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution. An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is the very serious academic version of not giving credit where credit is due. In order to give proper credit, you must follow accepted style guidelines to provide truthful, complete, and accurate citations for any ideas or information that are not your own. As a rule of thumb, no more than 25% of your presentation or paper should come from external sources. If you fail to cite sources, borrow extensively from one source, use another student’s work, or otherwise violate the guidelines for academic honesty, you will jeopardize both your integrity and your grade. At a minimum, per departmental policy, academic misconduct will result in failure of the course. Furthermore, such cases will be directed to the appropriate administrative authority for disciplinary action. 

In order to prevent violations, all students must familiarize themselves with the Student Academic Misconduct Policy (approved December 9, 2005) located at: http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/misconduct/policy.html. The University also requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves with and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The university will neither protect nor defend you nor assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. Additional information can be found at: http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright/. Please speak with your instructor prior to the due date of an assignment if you have questions or concerns about how to maintain academic integrity.

RebelMail
Please check your RebelMail account regularly, as it is a primary mode of communication for the course. By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail students’ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is UNLV’s official e-mail system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive official university communication such as information about deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been admitted to the university. Students’ e-mail prefixes are listed on class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu.
	
Disabilities
I am available to discuss appropriate accommodations that students may require owing to a disability. Students should speak with me during the first two weeks of the term, in order to facilitate such accommodations. The Disability Resource Center (DRC) coordinates all academic accommodations for students with documented disabilities. The DRC is the official office to review and house disability documentation for students, and to provide them with an official Academic Accommodation Plan to present to the faculty if an accommodation is warranted. Faculty cannot provide students accommodations without being in receipt of this plan.

UNLV complies with the provisions set forth in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, offering reasonable accommodations to qualified students with documented disabilities. If you have a documented disability that may require accommodations, you will need to contact the DRC for the coordination of services. The DRC is located in the Student Services Complex (SSC-A), Room 143, and the contact numbers are: Voice (702) 895-0866, fax (702) 895-0651. For additional information, please visit: http://drc.unlv.edu/.

Tutoring
The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring and academic assistance for all UNLV students taking UNLV courses.  Students are encouraged to stop by the ASC to learn more about subjects offered, tutoring times and other academic resources.  The ASC is located across from the Student Services Complex, #22 on the current UNLV map. Students may learn more about tutoring services by calling (702) 895-3177 or visiting the tutoring web site at:  http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/tutoring/.

UNLV Writing Center  
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students at the Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations are sometimes available, students with appointments will receive priority assistance. Appointments may be made in person or by calling 895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of the assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are requested for the consultation. More information can be found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ 

Paper submissions
All papers should be written in standard academic English, following the recommendations of the 16th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. Unless otherwise specified by the instructor, all papers should be submitted in typed hard copy, double-spaced, using twelve-point Times New Roman font, with one-inch left and right margins. Papers must be stapled in the upper left-hand corner and include your name, the course number, and the date. DO NOT use cover pages, report covers, folders, or binders. 

Late Written Work
Written work is expected at the beginning of class on the date that it is due. If you are absent from class on a day that written work is due, I expect the assignment to be emailed to me as an attachment by the beginning of that day’s class. Late written work will be assessed a penalty of one full letter grade for each calendar day that it is late. 

Electronic Devices
All cell phones, pagers, and other beeping or music-making devices must be turned off during class time, unless they are an approved component of a student presentation. Laptops or tablets may be used for note-taking and other instructor-approved class activities. Students opting to use these devices to take notes must sit in the back row of the classroom, so as not to distract others in the class. In the case that laptops are being used for non-class-related activities, I reserve the right to prohibit their use by specific students or by the entire class. 

Incompletes
The grade of “I” is reserved for students who experience extraordinary, catastrophic events beyond their control. It is given only in the most extreme circumstances. The grade of I – Incomplete – can be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed all course work up to the withdrawal date of that semester/session but for reason(s) beyond the student’s control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot complete the last part of the course, and the instructor believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. A student who receives an I is responsible for making up whatever work was lacking at the end of the semester. If course requirements are not completed within the time indicated, a grade of F will be recorded and the GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete do not register for the course but make individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade.

If you experience an unforeseen catastrophe during the term, please speak to me as soon as possible. The request for an “I” grade must be submitted in writing, and I must receive it no later than December 4. The request must specify the reason the “I” grade is sought, and it must outline a plan for completing all missed work no later than January 31, 2015. 

Changes to syllabus
Although I anticipate following this syllabus closely, circumstances do occur under which I may be obliged to modify some aspect of this document. If and when I do so, all students will be notified—through the course website, email, and in class—well in advance of the implementation of any such changes. 

Tentative Class Schedule

All readings not found in Framing Public Memory can be found on the course website. The selections are organized according to suggested reading order. Readings should be prepared for the class meeting under which they are listed. Always bring each day’s assigned readings with you to class. Please be aware that these are challenging readings and, therefore, will require careful attention and, at times, multiple passes. You need to arrive to class reasonably prepared to engage the readings, even if you did not completely understand everything about them during your first read-through. Asterisks denote readings that are not eligible for summary/discussion questions. 

The course will be organized into four main units, including:

	Introduction to the field of memory studies and rhetorical studies of public memory

Memorial places, spaces, and material artifacts
Memory in public address 
Controversies of public memory

Tuesday, August 26: Welcome and Introductions

Allison Keyes, “Project To Fix Quote On MLK Memorial Hits Snags,” NPR.org, August 14, 2013 < http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=212055189>

Thursday, August 28: The Origins of Memory Studies 

Jeffrey K. Olick and Joyce Robbins, “Social Memory Studies: From ‘Collective Memory’ to 	the Historical Sociology of Mnemonic Practices,” Annual Review of Sociology 24 (1998): 	105-40. 

Tuesday, September 2: Key Concepts in Memory Studies

Pierre Nora, “Between Memory and History: Les Lieux de Memoire,” Representations, Special 	Issue: 	Memory and Counter-Memory 26 (Spring 1989): 7-25. 
Edward S. Casey, “Public Memory in Place and Time,” in Framing Public Memory, 17-44.

Thursday, September 4: Studying Public Memory from a Communication Perspective

Barbie Zelizer, “Reading the Past Against the Grain: The Shape of Memory Studies,” Critical 	Studies in Mass Communication 12:2 (1995): 214-39.
Todd Kelshaw and Jeffrey St. John, “Remembering ‘Memory’: The Emergence and Performance of an Institutional Keyword in Communication Studies,” The Review of Communication 7:1 (Jan. 2007): 46-77.



Tuesday, September 9: Studying Public Memory from a Rhetorical Perspective
 
Stephen H. Browne, “Reading, Rhetoric, and the Texture of Public Memory,” Quarterly Journal 	of Speech 81 (1995): 237-65.
Kendall Phillips, introduction to Framing Public Memory, 1-14.

Thursday, September 11: Places, Spaces, Things, Part I: Thinking About Monuments and Memorials

Carole Blair, Greg Dickinson, and Brian L. Ott, “Introduction: Rhetoric/Memory/Place,” in Places of Public Memory: The Rhetoric of Museums and Memorials, ed. Greg Dickinson, Carole Blair, and Brian L. Ott (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2010), 1-54.

Tuesday, September 16: Places, Spaces, and Things, Part II: Looking at Monuments and Memorials

A. Cheree Carlson and John E. Hocking, “Strategies of Redemption at the Vietnam Veterans’ 	Memorial,” Western Journal of Communication 52 (Summer 1988): 203-15.
Carole Blair, “Civil Rights/Civil Sites: ‘. . . Until Justice Rolls Down Like Waters,’” (Boston: 	Pearson, 2008).

Thursday, September 18: Places, Spaces, and Things, Part III: Museums

Marouf Hasian, Jr., “Remembering and Forgetting the ‘Final Solution’: A Rhetorical Pilgrimage through the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum,” Critical Studies in Media Communication 21:1 (Mar. 2004): 64-92.
Greg Dickinson, Brian L. Ott and Erik Aoki, “Spaces of Remembering and Forgetting: The 	Reverent Eye/I at the Plains Indian Museum,” Communication and Critical/Cultural 	Studies 3:1 (Mar. 2006): 27-47.

Tuesday, September 23: Places, Spaces, and Things, Vegas Edition

Mob Museum Critical Response DUE

Visit the Mob Museum prior to class session
April Steinhauer, “Vegas Mob Museums, Set to Go to the Mattresses,” The New York Times, Apr. 24, 2010.*
Benjamin Spillman, “Remembering the Mob,” Las Vegas Review-Journal, Oct. 2, 2011, 1B.*
Kristi Jourdan, “Las Vegas gets rubbed out,” Las Vegas Review-Journal, Oct. 11, 2011, 1B.* 
Edward Rothstein, “Las Vegas Embraces Bad Guys of Its Past,” The New York Times, Feb. 13, 2012.* 
Jon Ralston, “Mob Museum May Be a Hit, But Questions Never a Hit with Oscar,” Las Vegas Sun, Feb. 17, 2012.*

Thursday, September 25: Places, Spaces, and Things, Vegas Edition (contd.)

Tuesday, September 30: Places, Spaces, and Things, Part V: Cities and Spaces

Victoria J. Gallagher and Margaret R. LaWare, “Sparring with Public Memory: The Rhetorical Embodiment of Race, Power, and Conflict in the Monument to Joe Louis,” in Places of Public Memory: The Rhetoric of Museums and Memorials, ed. Greg Dickinson, Carole Blair, and Brian L. Ott (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2010), 87-112.

Thursday, October 2: Midterm Review

Tuesday, October 7

Midterm Exam

Thursday, October 9: Memory in Public Address, Part I: Defining Epideictic Rhetoric

James Jasinski, “Epideictic Discourse,” in Sourcebook on Rhetoric: Key Concepts in 	Contemporary Rhetorical Studies (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2001), 209-15.*
Cindy Koenig Richards, “Inventing Sacagawea: Public Women and the Transformative 	Potential of Epideictic Rhetoric,” Western Journal of Communication 73:1 (2009): 1-22.

Tuesday, October 14: Memory in Public Address, Part II: Interpreting Epideictic Rhetoric

Hillary Rodham Clinton, Tribute to Sojourner Truth: Unveiling of Bust at Emancipation Hall at 	the U.S. Capitol, 28 April 2009. (Video on BB.)*
Michelle Obama, Remarks by the First Lady at the Sojourner Truth Bust Unveiling, 28 April, 	2009.*

Thursday, October 16: Memory in Public Address, Part III: The Genre of Eulogy

Amos Kiewe, “Framing Public Memory through Eulogy: Ronald Reagan’s Long Goodbye,” in 	Framing Public Memory, 248-66.
Ossie Davis, “Eulogy for Malcolm X,” February 27, 1965.*
Senator Lister Hill, “Eulogy for Helen Keller,” June 5, 1968.*
Clive Davis, “Eulogy for Whitney Houston,” February 18, 2012.* 

Tuesday, October 21: Memory in Public Address, Part V: Eulogizing National Loss

Abraham Lincoln, “Gettysburg Address,” November 19, 1863.* 
Ronald Reagan, “Address to the Nation on the Explosion of the Space Shuttle Challenger,” January 28, 1986 (video on WebCampus).*
Barack Obama, “Remarks by the President at a Memorial Service for the Victims of the Shooting in Tucson, AZ,” January 11, 2011.



Thursday, October 23: Memory in Public Address, Part IV: Remembering 9/11

George W. Bush, “Address to a Joint Session of Congress on the 9/11 Attacks,” September 20, 2001 (video on WebCampus).* 
David Hoogland Noon, “Operation Enduring Analogy: World War II, the War on Terror, and the Uses of Historical Memory,” Rhetoric & Public Affairs 7:3 (2004): 339-366.
John W. Jordan, “Transcending Hollywood: The Referendum on United 93 as Cinematic 	Memorial,” Critical Studies in Mass Communication 25:2 (Jun. 2008): 196-223.
Barack Obama, “Remarks at the Pentagon Memorial,” September 11, 2010.* 

Tuesday, October 28: Controversies of Public Memory, Part I

Jacqueline Bacon, “Reading the Reparations Debate,” Quarterly Journal of Speech 89:3 (Aug. 2003): 171-95.

Thursday, October 30: Controversies of Public Memory, Part II

Rosa A. Eberly, “‘Everywhere You Go, It’s There’: Forgetting and Remembering the University 	of Texas Tower Shootings,” in Framing Public Memory, 65-88.

Tuesday, November 4: Final Paper Workshop I

Proposal DUE
Annotated Bibliography DUE

Thursday, November 6: Controversies of Public Memory, Part III

Charles E. Morris III, “My Old Kentucky Homo: Lincoln and the Politics of Queer Public 	Memory,” in Framing Public Memory, 89-114.

Tuesday, November 11: Controversies of Public Memory, Part IV

Theresa Ann Donofrio, “Ground Zero and Place-Making Authority: The Conservative Metaphors in 9/11 Families’ ‘Take Back the Memorial’ Rhetoric,” Western Journal of Communication 74:2 (Mar.-Apr. 2010): 150-69.

Thursday, November 13: Final Paper Workshop II

Final Paper Draft DUE

Tuesday, November, 18 

Final presentations

Thursday, November 20 

Final presentations

Tuesday, November 25

Final presentations 

Thursday, November 27: NO CLASS (Thanksgiving)

Tuesday, December 2

Final presentations 

Thursday, December 4

Final Research Paper DUE; Exam Review

Final Exam TBD

